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Gentlemen, 

I herewith  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  1893,  829  births  were  registered,  433 
males  and  396  females.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was 
28‘53  per  thousand. 

695  deaths  were  registered,  348  males  and  347  females 
This  includes  22  deaths  occurring  in  the  U nion  W orkhouse, 
but  belonging  to  Batley.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  being 
24 '21  per  thousand. 

149  deaths  were  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  The  death  rate  from  this  cause  being  5' 19  per 
thou.sand, 


The  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  deaths 
occurred  during  the  past  year. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ...  216 


over  1 

n 

and  under  5 
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>> 
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31 

„ 25 

60 

183 

„ 60 

... 

... 

129 

Total 

695 

t Cholera  Nost.  3.  | Cholera  Nost.  3. 
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Tlie  subjoined  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year,  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
from  various  Zymotic  diseases  in  each  month. 
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The  followiig  is  an  analysis  of  the  Notifications  received 
during  the  year. 
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Small  Pox  ... 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

14 

Cholera  (Nost.) 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Diphtheria... 

4 

6 

11 

8 

3 

8 

4 

10 

14 

3 

6 

11 

88 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

12 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 

4 

5 

1 

7 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

1 

9 

53 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

8 

13 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

20 

25 

95 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

6 

8 

3 

}60 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

Continued  Fever  ... 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

9 

7 

4 

2 

3 

41 

Puerperal  Fev'er  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Totals 

30 

21 

33 

25 

19 

21 

20 

35 

40 

31 

41 

61 

377 

The  Notifications  have  as  usual  proved  to  be  of  the 
greatest  value,  having  enabled  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  myself  to  investigate  the  conditions  existing  where  Zy- 
motic disease  has  broken  out.  By  the  information  obtained 
from  the  Notifications  we  were  enabled,  without  any  delay, 
to  at  once  remove  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  the  whole  14 
cases  of  Small  Pox  which  have  occurred  in  the  Borough 
during  the  past  year.  This  has  no  doubt  been  a means  of 
preventing  the  greater  spread  of  the  disease,  and  I think  is 
in  itself  good  repayment  for  the  expenditure  contingent 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  and 
other  diseases  during  the  years  1888,  1889,  1890,  1891, 
1892  and  1893. 
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1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Small  Pox 

... 

0 

0 

0 

13 

49 

3 

Measles 

... 

4 

30 

10 

18 

4 

32 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

19 

1 

8 

16 

7 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 

12 

4 

7 

18 

13 

(Membi-anous) 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

14 

10 

5 

7 

16 

9 

/^Enteric 

6 

7 

10 

12 

7 

7 

Continued 

Fever 

Typhus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

.Doubtful 

0 

0 

■2 

5 

1 

1 

Pyiemia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

3 

Diarrhoea&  Dysentery 

18 

33 

33 

20 

17 

77*’ 

: 

Erysipelas 

... 

1 

0 

4 

0 

3 

1 

Total  deaths  from  Zy- 
motic diseases  ... 

: 

62 

112 

71 

93 

131 

155  i 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

7 1 

Total  deaths  from 

i 

other  causes 

446 

466 

511 

607 

484 

533 

Total  deaths  from  all 

causes 

511 

582 

584 

701 

618 

695 

* Including  6 cases  of  Cholera  Nostras. 


The  following  table  is  of  interest  The  statistics  cover  a 
number  of  years,  and  explain  themselves.  In  the  years 
1892  and  1893  the  statistics  are  calculated  on  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases. 
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Small  Pox. 


Cholera  and 
Diarrhoea. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate 

Zymotic 

diseases. 

Zj^otic 

Death 

Rate. 

1884 

819 

607 

27-76 

21-25 

166 

5-62 

1885 

813 

573 

27-55 

19-42 

112 

3-69 

1886 

831 

579 

28-17 

19-62 

94 

3-15 

1887 

870 

645 

29-48 

21-35 

143 

4-84 

1888 

877 

511 

29-73 

17-32 

62 

2-10 

1889 

819 

582 

26-42 

18-78 

112 

3-63 

1890 

845 

584 

27  22 

18-90 

71 

2.29 

1891 

846 

701 

28-67 

24-42 

' 93 

3-14 

1892 

772 

618 

26-89 

21-53 

128 

4-45 

1893 

829 

695 

28-53 

24-21 

149 

5-19 

During  the  year  1893  the  death  rate  has  been  materially 
increased  by  the  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  and 
Diarrhoea. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  notified  in  1893.  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  all  these  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Three  deaths  from  Small  Pox  occurred  during  the  year. 
Only  one  of  these  however  belonged  to  Batley.  Of  the 
other  two  one  was  from  Birstall  and  the  other  from  Mirfield. 

Nine  cases  of  Cholera  Nostras  were  notified  and  six  deaths 
were  registered  as  being  due  to  this  cause—  three  in  August 
and  three  in  September. 

71  deaths  were  due  to  Diarrhoea,  these  mostly  occur- 
ring in  children.  The  cause  in  all  probability  may  be 


8 


ascribed  to  the  long  drought  and  the  heat,  causing  de-com 
position  of  milk  and  food  stuff's  and  to  the  fact  that  owing 
to  scarcity  of  rain  the  drains  became  to  some  extent  fouled 
from  want  of  ffushing,  many  traps  becoming  dried  up  and 
allowing  sewer  gas  to  contaminate  the  atmosphere. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report  I called  attention  to  a number 
of  circumstances  which  might  prove  dangerous  in  case  of  a 
Cholera  invasion,  and  a house  to  house  visitation  was  ordered 
by  the  Committee.  This  has  been  going  on  during  the  past 
year  as  will  be  seen  in  the  table  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


Scarlet  Fever.  95  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  1893,  as  against 
130  in  1892.  There  were  seven  deaths  from  this  cause  as 
against  16  deaths  in  1892. 


Diptheria  and  100  cases  were  notified  and  13  deaths  registered,  as 
against  121  with  18  deaths  in  1892. 

Erysipelas.  53  cases  were  notified,  with  three  deaths;  in  1892,  58 
cases  were  notified,  with  three  deaths. 


’ y I 
Fe 


p h o i d 
ever. 


Continued 
F ever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 


60  cases  were  notified  with  seven  deaths. 
41  cases  were  notified,  with  one  death. 

5 cases  were  notified,  with  three  deaths. 


Temporary  During  the  past  year  the  Temporary  Hospital  at  Howden 
Bospita/°°  Clough  has  met  all  the  requirements  as  regards  Small  Pox, 
but  of  course  as  long  as  the  Small  Pox  epidemic  continues  a 
hospital  of  this  temporary  character  cannot  be  used  for  any 
other  class  of  cases. 
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The  Town’ 
Water. 


Now  that  the  Notification  Act  is  in  force  and  there  is  an 
early  prospect  of  our  having  a permanent  Isolation  Hospital, 
I look  forward  with  every  contidence  to  our  being  able,  in 
the  near  future,  to  deal  with  other  cases  of  Infectious 
diseases,  when  there  is  more  than  a probability  that  our 
Zymotic  disease  register  may  be  much  diminished. 

During  the  year  1893  the  quality  of  the  Town’s  Water, 
taking  into  consideration  the  protracted  drought,  has  been 
good. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Lead  Poisoning  that  have  come 
under  observation  have,  I believe,  not  been  quite  so  numer- 
ous as  previously.  Nevertheless  a large  number  have  been 
under  observation,  and  the  following  analyses  have  been 
made  of  the  water  in  cases  where  Lead  Poisoning  had  been 
.suspected. 


No. 

Grains 
per  gal. 

No. 

Grains 
per  gal. 

1 

0-042 

9 

0-28 

2 

0-014 

10 

0 98 

3 

0 014 

11 

0-98 

4 

0-035 

12 

014 

5 

faint  trace 

13 

0-028 

6 

001 

14 

0-070 

7 

faint,  trace 

15 

0-042 

8 

0014 

16 

0-056 

No. 

Grains 
per  gal. 

No. 

Grains 
per  gal. 

17 

0 042 

25 

0084 

18 

0-126 

26 

0084 

19 

0-021 

27 

0-042 

20 

0 035 

28 

0-056 

21 

0-063 

29 

0-140 

22 

0-056 

30 

0-140 

23 

0-280 

31 

0-056 

24 

0-140 

In  no  single  instance  has  a sample  of  suspected  water 
been  sent  from  Batley  for  analysis  in  which  an  appreciable 
amount  of  Lead  has  not  been  discovered.  Many  of  the 
samples  were  analysed  at  a time  when  the  reservoirs  were 
low'  and  when  high  winds  had  been  prevailing,  which  had 
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caused  the  water  to  have  a large  amount  of  clay  held  in  sus 
pension.  Under  these  conditions  with  the  water  turbid 
from  clay,  it  is  known  that  its  action  on  Lead  is  greatly 
diminished,  but  in  spite  of  the  clayey  condition  of  the  water 
a small  quantity  of  Lead  was  invariably  taken  up  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  foregoing  table. 

Batley  is  by  no  means  the  only  town  in  this  district  where 
Lead  Poisoning  occurs  ; I have  met  Avith  cases  from  Dews- 
bury, Soothill,  Heckmondwike,  and  Birstall. 

I have  had  a number  of  samples  of  Batley  water  analysed 
that  have  not  been  in  contact  with  leaden  piping.  In  no 
single  instance  has  a trace  of  Lead  been  discovered,  and  I 
believe  our  Water  Supply  at  its  origin  and  in  the  resevoirs 
is  absolutely  above  suspicion. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

ALFRED  SWANN,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


13th  February,  1894. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE,  FURNISHED  BY  SANITARY 

Complaints  registered 
Notices  and  Letters  served 
Noticed  personally  ... 

Houses  visited 
Infected  Houses  visited 
Houses  damp  or  roof  defective 
Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Rain  water  cisterns  filled  up  ... 

Drains  inspected 
Drains  found  defective 
Drains  tested 

Drains  found  defective  after  test 
Drains  disconnected  over  Trapped  Gullies,  etc. 
Old  Privies  reconstructed 
Additional  Privies  built 
Privies  converted  into  Trough  Water  Closets 
Additional  Trough  Water  Closets 
Privies  converted  into  ordinary  Water  Closets 
Pollution  of  Beck  (Privy)  abolished 
Nuisances  from  keeping  of  Swine,  etc. 

,,  ,.  retaining  of  Urine 

„ „ „ Swill 

„ ,,  Overcrowding 

,,  „ an  Offensive  Trade 

„ Reported  upon 

„ A-bated  ... 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  ... 

,,  Slaughterhouses 


INSPECTOR. 

149 
321 
12 
598 
294 
22 

33 

3 

648 
502 
6 
6 

312 

34 

4 

19 
19 
7 
1 
6 
2 
6 
1 
1 

636 
511 
29 
26 


„ Common  Lodginghouses  ...  ...  16 

Smoke  Observations  taken  ...  ...  ...  27 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  2 

Magistrates  oi’ders  obtained  ...  ...  ...  30 


Applications  for  Registration  of  Slaughterhouses  2 

„ ,,  Cow.shed  ...  1 
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